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passags of Fublic Law 9% (The Aviabiorn Studaent Ack) om 21 May 1941
ThHis law elimimabed bthe btws vesrs college regudremaent for Fliaght

traiming amd allowsd aernlisted men to bhe btrained az Wi 1

Gameral Arnold's supeport was based on oa shorbaos of

Army's views of anlisted pilobh braiming bad noh clhasged.

Whag The law passed, the Arny advertiszs

Jurme, 1941, called For snlisted men baebtwasn

whio could comform bo bBlhe sz

shamndards reguired of Flving cacdsth

a1

« (s 3} Uporn grachusetion from

Flight traimimg. bthey would be appoinhaed Flight Sergsant 3rd Class,

rarking as & Staff Serogsant with a pay of 108,00 & monbh, (4 AT .

July Alry Corpes Newslebtter raelsazed more isaformation =habtinmg bhe

aplicarts would be aviabion shtudents insheasd of

vise Ll

i1

Lraiming sohools - t. ates : trairiing

ware oonbracted Lo civiliams arnd all enliztsd men brained in grads,

along with cadsts, Being anlisted never creasted problemns with blhe '
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caddate, =t ety refused bo
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i abtmosphere the cadelzs wers subjecied

fonne (703 Fliabht brairmimg was odivices

wh primasry. and acdvarnoed) wihtls

iz mormthz, Durimg the imitial phaze of Lradnimg,. enliztad men angd

cadets brained togetbher bubt lived separshs)
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clamarcd g Erlisted ard cadet washout rates were abouh 50



e cerh . (185 Wiile some washed out academically. it was bhs
J—

o "ohick and rudder busimessY that failed people. (115 Frorm

thsre, shudembs woald go bo & primary coursse For dnstrumant,
weather and mavigabion btrainimg amd ther o advarosd scohool. Hizre

they would be azesigamed o specific airorafh. Sirice by wWera row

igmed o avery bype of airoraft the

m
i

ey rated =ilobs, bhesy wars as

fArmy had.
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Whilse tkhe Army anticipated ferrvimg duby for thaezse oilobs
ey Formed every Furmohbion in military aviation. Walter Maysr, &

Fred? pilokt was awalibing orders o ogo ovaerszsas when s owas s2ent o

Wright-Fatterson AFE as @ test pilob. Thare, e Flew opsratbicos]

From dawe
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i chusk. Eoazsr Armogost was a staff sergeant pillot Flyvimg AT-6

ey bradoing mizsions abt Elliveghorm, 5w Ha lowgged 300 bRooirs
i Blhe AT, 8O0 keesrs ix bl B-24 amd 500 Rowrs o oan AT~

{lomeklmac]-Hudsarm) . (1:3) My Mabowski, & B-24 pilob flew 24 combatb

rmarn haroehs. He was wourndsd on khis

mizsiorms agaimst
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mission and ssemh bhome. (7200 Ofber pdlob

e war ard oistimguisted thenzelves in achion. Thinas Faehit, a

Pt 7, pdiloh bDecoome an sos ouring blhee ware. (5222 i lohs
ki

Flaw For the Grov's Ferrvinog division Powsver, bhey munbered omly

k,

161 throusbout bhe war. (11e D42) Thera warae oblber Fiving sergsants

whin Feld limited silot ratings. Thigmy wars lisisorn. and ol ider

('11-“ S

imisor pilobs Flaw support mizsiorms in L-4 amd L-% {(Cazsns

Thie

font

qsply drops, search aond
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tyme) aircrafh. T

Faescs, oourier, and photo recorrnaissarce Fliakhhs, Thay wera,

brenarr of bl emlisted pilots

rarhaps, Lhes
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Frdminer s, Glider pillots flew infarmtry lamdisog

combvat., primarily The difference Dehwsern
Fegular anlisted pilobs waz the training. Are opsn rataed i lob,
completed £ix monthes of flight zchool thern gualified o & specific
aircraft, Glider pilotz finished a 16 week courze while lisison

pilots (narmy washaed out of regular pilob braimisg) wenh Lhrowal a

waahk courss, 40 Rowrs Flyvisg and 194 owrs groound school, A1

Regular enlizted pilots wore officer pilobt wires

oFan rahed. Becauze thay were NOO's. & problsm of commnancd emneroed,

!Tl

NCD's ware opsn rated pilobts performing

This raizsed bthe guestiocon of bow o freat blan.

thay ware exanph from mamual labor detailszs aed givern of Fiecer toy g

duties like oduby NCOOD, ot I operaticmal units, it wazs & kit
i Ffaerart. Commarding of ficers wowld debarmine if NCO's Flew Temad,

as co-pilots or az sircraft commanders
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Flyimg lead on several oooezsicons over sooomd lisuternarts. (10 15) H

i

waz the determining Fackor.

bowsver ., zaw it diffaremtly. Thie commarcher of bthe of bhe Gulf

Comst Al Corps Trainimg Cenbter sz

meither Fish mor fowl - mo commanding ofFicer  lhas ever bosn oble

Ll Adr Corps”

(S 421) Thiz lethter was dated % July 1941, ome mortl afier tlhe

FreEral Was

Aviationm Shudent ﬁu, was sianed into law. Tl

refarring o bhe already on achive dubty and wamt oF
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Zay., "There sosms
betwearn the proposed enlizsted pilot and hiz brotler pilod who iz oam
of Ficar wikh more pay ard zllowances. Thizs iz bowsed £o cause

Frictiom.” It iz thiz reaszoning that initiated the Fligkt

T F1ig

NOD's shtatbus bub may moh have bhe oguslities dezsired oF &

commissioned ofFicer. (658) Fliaht officers had & warranh

z=hatus, bebwsern & zecond lisvternasoot ard oo

ia

falt thiz status would reducs the olas

arwd srilisted pilots, Supporters im bl

HY

MBemy Falh it would 21low

all pilots bo mix fresly s promobe beam work. Thiz B2 was

sigrad into law im Jurm of 1941, & vear after bhe Zhosdent

FA Tk i Iromically, mo documsmbation couwld e Fownd bhat imdicabed

arry raal arimocsiby betwesn emlisted amd commizsionsd silobhz,

u’l

Experience in the air sssmned bto be the determinisg Factor is Flight

command and leadasrshie roles, Becauss of the timing of thiz law,

most opan rated promobaed to Flight oof Ficae

zhatus immediately. Howsver, thaere
1

limisorn pilots remainsd
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resded om0 bhese alrcorafh, Thuz 250k
March 19473,
@ lamamt of

shiruchuracd

arlizshed pila e commissionad or madse flighh officers by

e erd of 1942, Soms cdid remain in oemlist
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the and of the war (the Fereviog Command bacd 59 4-
ohbheres like Geraral Yeaosr were madse Flight ofFicars upom

araciat i arn. The Flight OFFficer Act alszo eliminsted the aviation

shtudent shabuzs. Thiz sllowsd &ll pilobh candidabtes to braim as

Eif .

BUDCESE must

Y EITLrS. Thime e

cleciding Faohbor in Flvimg aircrafh,

arwd Figkber pilob dubtiss, hbhlhey

a pilobs ability was based om iz

mime avrd Flag of

shiee was & learsed

acadaeny gracduatass. Their success validated comgrasss' opimion bhat

the Army oowld draw From its

ol CormeE az oa sourcs of Rillobs

camples, the

cduring shorbases. Basaed omn bthe afoare meshiored

Frimied e WEas & ;:.:.m{:z}.

Witk raespecht bo of rambk, the orograms suc

TEET O WRE,

sy ot

o cdoooumented eviods

we fhEraimal . of  ary ariimosihy

etwesn emlished amd of Fi irmbarviews om Fils, no

ilot said ke was breatsd any differestly From amy of Ficer

eilot. ALL agreed bthe gueshtion of command, for the most sart, was

Lior of

based on experience, mobt ramk. Ome oan
ramb ard commasid was dneortant to bigkh level Army eckaloms. nok bhe

operational commandsres. To bham, the Flyvimo arnts Fad proves

thamselves.,



achisvaenents. Ths

Thizs program resulted is
anlisted pilot program producsed 14 ace Fighber ilots during the
WAL . Drez boancdred and Fourbsen emlizsted pilots became Lisubenant

Ly mine Decams Full Colonsls. Saevern roasse bo Fladg

Colonals. S
offFicer rambs. The program Save s owr most oslaebrated teszh pilot,

Brigadisr Gerneral Chedck Yeager. Arcd mosh dmnpcortarstly. bhe program

hradinary things.

was & vehicle for over 2,520 ordinary mer bo do

zaid the ons

Whar e puts azside the pride bhese men

Ehirg e mrogram gsve bhemn was bthe chsoeocse o Fly. They didm't
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warit stabtus or glory. Just the chamos o Flyv. vie simels rpobil

i)

will alwaves hold & slace For them i; Military aviation Hizhory.
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